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For immediate release – Aug. 18, 2005

Royal Roads University and Capilano College Launch Tourism Program

Victoria, B.C. – Royal Roads University and Capilano College will jointly offer a new professional tourism training program beginning this October to help meet the tourism industry’s growing demand for qualified managers.
 

The Strategic Leadership in Tourism program consists of five courses, two held in Whistler, three completed through online learning. Students will receive a graduate certificate awarded by Royal Roads and a post-baccalaureate citation in Tourism Leadership awarded from Capilano College. Students who wish to continue their post-graduate studies will be eligible to transfer their course credits into Royal Road’s Master of Arts in Leadership and Training program.

“Tourism is one of the fastest growing sectors in the world, the 2010 Olympics are en route, and the industry needs to increase the number of its qualified leaders,” says Dr. Nancy Arsenault, director of Tourism and Outreach at Royal Roads University. “Managers with strong leadership and management skills are vital to ensuring tourism organizations can respond to the evolving demands of a growing, global market.”

The intensive six-month program will draw on the best industry professionals and educators B.C. has to offer, and will feature relevant content and flexible learning. Programming combines theoretical and applied learning beginning with a five-day residency in Whistler starting Oct. 24, followed by six months of online learning. It will be concluded with a four-day retreat in Whistler in May 2006. The split session format accommodates the busy schedules of participants who cannot be away from work or family for extended periods of time, particularly during the tourism industry’s high seasons.  

“This is exactly the type of innovative partnership the new B.C. Centre for Tourism Leadership and Innovation is encouraging,” says centre manager Terry Hood. The centre is one of two new organizations funded by the provincial government to expand the capacity of the province’s tourism sector. “The dual credential post-graduate program between Capilano College and Royal Roads fits directly into one of our mandates of identifying education solutions to assist the tourism industry in achieving its ambitious growth targets.”

The strategic leadership program is aimed at people who have three to five years of management or entrepreneurial experience in tourism, hotel management, hospitality or leisure and recreation services. 

“Both Capilano College and Royal Roads share a common goal of expanding leadership programming for their students,” Dr. Brian White, coordinator of Capilano College’s tourism degree program. “This agreement will provide us with the possibility of reaching this goal more effectively and will offer our students a greater range of options for pursuing their education and careers.”

For registration information, e-mail execleadership@royalroads.ca or call 1-800-788-8028 or (604) 986-1911 local 3645.  
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