Working Together

Travel is part of the tourist experience and the British Columbia Ministry of Transportation values its relationship with the Council of Tourism Associations and the tourism industry.

We want visitors to arrive at their destination safely and efficiently.  We want them to experience everything the province has to offer.

From the North Coast to the Thompson-Okanagan, from the Rockies to Whistler, and from the Peace to the Cariboo-Chilcotin and to Vancouver Island, transportation infrastructure upgrades are opening up the province and providing visitors new ways to experience British Columbia’s world-class destinations and hospitality.

We have worked closely with Tourism BC, producing a number of innovations for residents and visitors alike.  Wine Routes, Circle Tour Routes and most recently, Gateway Signage; promote the province and welcome visitors.  It is a partnership that has been working well.

The onset of the summer travel season is also our busiest construction season.  Construction projects will create some delays and we try to advise affected businesses and communities of delays, closures, and detours well in advance.  We also work hard to control and minimize those delays.  For example, more work is being done during nighttime hours in high traffic areas and tourist routes.

With $554-million being invested in more than 400 road and bridge improvements projects, this fiscal year alone, the Ministry of Transportation is working hard to improve access through provincial gateways, as well as upgraded airports and marine links, and roads to help your customers reach you sooner.  

A summary of projects by Tourism BC region is provided here.
The following is a summary of some of the projects being undertaken.  For more project information, please see the Ministry of Transportation website:

http://www.th.gov.bc.ca/highwayprojects/highwayprojects.htm
Vancouver Island, Victoria and the Gulf Islands

Hwy 17, Sayward Road to Mt. Newton X Road – paving was completed in June.

Hwy 1, Whittaker Road to Bamberton Overpass, Malahat – paving is underway and will be completed in August.

East Road, Denman Island - East Road is the main road that crosses Denman Island and is used by industrial, commercial, tourism and local traffic.  It was resurfaced in the spring.

Hudgrove Road, Lake Cowichan – About 500 metres was reconstructed and 3.5 km is being resurfaced this summer.

Hwy 19A, Waterloo Creek Bridge – This concrete bridge, near Mud Bay south of Courtney, is being replaced.  Work will be completed in the fall.

Hwy 4, Hynds Creek Bridge and Shepherd Creek Culvert – Both of these structures about 65 km west of Port Alberni are being replaced this year.  The project will be completed in the fall.

Stebbings Road, Shawnigan Lake – 1.7 km will be reconstructed and paved this summer.

Vancouver Coast and Mountains

Sea to Sky Hwy – Although construction will be completed in time for the 2010 Olympic Winter Games, the Horseshoe Bay to Whistler design-build-finance-operate agreement with S2S Transportation Group is a 25-year performance-based contract.  Upgrading on two sections of the highway have been completed – Culliton to Cheakamus and Montizambert Creek to Strip Creek.  Construction started in the fall of 2004 on the 7.5 km Sunset to Lions Bay section and will be completed in the fall of 2006.

For more information: www.seatoskyimprovements.ca
Gateway Program – A $2.5B to $3B initiative to address increasing congestion and improvement movement of people, goods and transit in Greater Vancouver. Component projects include: Port Mann Bridge/Hwy 1, South Fraser Perimeter Road and North Fraser Perimeter Road/Pitt River Bridge.

For more information: www.gatewayprogram.bc.ca
Border Infrastructure Program – A jointly funded federal-provincial initiative to improve the movement of goods to and from the Lower Mainland’s four border crossings.  We’re in Year 3 of a five-year, $210-million program to improve key sections of the region’s road network resulting in better links between border crossings, ports, container facilities, industrial parks, airports and railways. The program consists of three main projects: Hwy 10/11, Hwy 15 and Hwy 91/91A.

For more information: www.bip.gov.bc.ca
Hwy 1, Mt. Lehman Interchange, Abbotsford – Construction of new structures at Mt. Lehman overpass and the westbound overpass connecting Old Yale Road and the Fraser Highway began in 2005. Construction of the roadworks and eastbound overpass began in May. The City of Abbotsford is delivering the project and it will be completed in the summer of 2006.

Hwy 7, 285th to Silverdale/McLean, Maple Ride & Mission – Work is underway to four-lane this section of Hwy 7 with intersection realignments and defined access control by raised medians or barrier.  The improvements will improve safety and accommodate anticipated development in the area.

Hwy 7, Harrison River Bridge – Located between Harrison Mills and Agassiz, replacing the concrete bridge deck is underway.  The bridge was constructed in 1956 and has had no significant deck rehabilitation since then.  Work is underway and will be completed in March 2006.
Old Hope Princeton Way, Hope – This road was originally part of Hwy 3 and a number of tourist-oriented businesses such as restaurants, gas stations, motels, and bed & breakfasts line the route. The 1.8 km section between Water Avenue and Robertson Crescent will be upgraded with curb & gutter, sidewalk, a centre left-turn lane, bike paths, drainage and lighting improvements.  The District of Hope is cost sharing in the project.

Thompson Okanagan
Hwy 97, William R. Bennett Bridge – SNC Lavalin is the successful proponent for this design-build-finance-operate project.  The project includes widening and realigning a section of Westside Road with the removed rock being used as fill for the bridge causeways. Work on Westside Road will be completed this summer and the new bridge is expected to open in 2008.

For more information: www.th.gov.bc.ca/WilliamRBennettBridge
Hwy 1, 30th Street to Hwy 97B, Salmon Arm – This project to four-lane a 2.2 km section of the Trans Canada Hwy, build 1.5 km of frontage roads and improve the intersection with Hwy 97B is underway and will be completed in May 2006.  This project is cost-shared with the federal government under the Strategic Highway Infrastructure Program (SHIP).

Hwy 97C/5A, Garcia Lake to Courtney Lake – This 9-km project on the Okanagan Connector to four-lane the only two-lane section on the Coquihalla system is underway.  Completion is scheduled for the fall of 2006.

Hwy 97, Bentley Road to Okanagan Lake Park – This 7-km four-laning project is the next phase in the Summerland to Peachland upgrading.  Design work is underway and construction will start in 2006 with completion in 2009.

Hwy 97, Gordon Road to Hwy 33, Kelowna – With the completion of the new William R. Bennett Bridge, Harvey Avenue (Hwy 97) will be facing higher traffic volumes during peak hours. Plans are underway to widen it to six lanes, with auxiliary lanes at key intersections. This project will be cost shared with the City of Kelowna and area developers.

Hwy 97/33 Intersection, Kelowna – Public consultation, detailed design and property acquisition are in progress to six-lane Hwy 97 from Banks Road to Keehn Road, provide a left-turn lane for northbound traffic turning onto Hwy 33, double left-turn lanes for westbound traffic turning onto Hwy 97 and four-lane Hwy 33 between Hwy 97 and Enterprise Way.  Construction is expected to begin in the winter of 2005 and be completed in the spring of 2006.

Hwy 97, Kelowna Gateway-UBCO Flyover – Detailed design will be done this year to construct a new access to the university from Hwy 97.  The new interchange will meet the traffic demands of the aggressive growth strategy planned to transition the college to a university. The project is being done in partnership with City of Kelowna and UBCO.

Kootenay Rockies

Hwy 1, Kicking Horse Canyon – Construction of safety improvements continues.  The four-lane realignment from 6-Mile Hill to Rafter’s Pullout is underway and scheduled for completion in the fall of 2006.

For more information: www.th.gov.bc.ca/kickinghorse
Highway 3/95, 6th Street to Victoria Ave., Cranbrook – This project is cost-shared with the City of Cranbrook and will see safety improvements for motorists and pedestrians including intersection improvements, a left-turn lane, curb and gutter and sidewalk.  Work will start in the fall of 2005 and be completed in May 2006.

Hwy 3/95, Munroe Lake/Green Bay – Two bridges are being replaced 16 km south of Cranbrook over the Moyie River near Munroe Lake. A two-lane bridge and approach will be constructed on Hwy 3/95 and a single-lane bridge on Monroe Lake Road.  Work is underway and will be completed in May 2006.

Hwy 3, Sparwood Underpass – The ministry is contributing $375,000 towards the construction of a tunnel under Hwy 3 in Sparwood, providing a safe pedestrian connection between Sparwood’s Gateway to BC visitor centre and the Elk Valley’s new Coal Discovery Centre.

Cariboo-Chilcotin Coast

Hwy 97, Red Bluff Road to Dale Lake Road – Design will be done this year to four-lane and construct intersection improvements on this two-kilometre section south of Quesnel. Construction will take place in 2006. This project is included in the Cariboo Connector Strategy.

Hwy 97, Fletchers – Construction to four-lane a total of 3.5 km 20 km south of Williams Lake at 144 Mile will be soon underway and completed this year. 

Hwy 97, Wright Station Curves – These curves near Lac La Hache will be realigned and widened to four lanes. The Butler Road and Buffalo Ranch intersections will be upgraded. Construction will take place in 2006-07. This project is included in the Cariboo Connector Strategy.

Hwy 97, Horse Lake Road – The realignment of Horse Lake Road and 7th Street intersections will be cost-shared with the District of 100 Mile House to reduce intersection/access-related collisions. Construction will take place in 2006-07. This project is included in the Cariboo Connector Strategy.

Hwy 97, Australian Rest Area – The access into the rest area, 30 km south of Quesnel, is having a left-turn slot added for safer access.

Hwy 5 – Coquihalla Toll Booth Restrooms – A much needed upgrading of the restrooms has been completed with much of the work being done during the winter months to avoid disruption during the summer. Upgrades include new water and sewage systems; expanded buildings with covered entrances; an increase from 4 to 14 washroom fixtures per building; and expanded parking for southbound traffic.

Hwy 20, west of Williams Lake – A design-build reconstruction project between Tweedsmuir Park and Anahim Lake that includes replacement of two bridges will be completed in September. Resurfacing 105 km between Chilanko and Towdystan will be completed this summer.

Hwy 99, Lillooet to Station Bridge – Hwy 99 will serve as a gateway to the 2010 Olympic Winter Games.  Over the next five years, eight new two-lane bridges with improved alignments will replace the single-lane structures within this 36-km section of Hwy 99, from Lillooet west to Blowdown Creek.  The first will be Lillooet Station Bridge.

Northern British Columbia

Hwy 97, Plett Road – Work has already begun to four-lane a three-kilometre section, with completion in the fall of 2006.  This is the first of the four-laning projects to improve safety and efficiency on the Cariboo Connector.

Hwy 97, Simon Fraser Bridge – planning is underway and four-laning the Simon Fraser Bridge in Prince George will support traffic growth and ensure the corridor remains safe and efficient.  This project is included in the Cariboo Connector Strategy.

Hwy 97S, Old Cariboo Highway – This three-kilometre section, between the junction of the Old Cariboo Highway and Buckhorn/Damms Road just outside Prince George’s city limits will be widened to four lanes.  Design, property acquisition and stakeholder consultation will be undertaken this year, with construction completed by the fall of 2007.  This project is included in the Cariboo Connector Strategy.

Hwy 97, Fort St. John – The first phase of four-laning and intersection improvements to ease congestion has been completed. The contract for Phase 2 was awarded early this year and will be completed this fall.

Hwy 97, Whiskers Point to Parsnip River and North Kelly Road to Whiskers Point – This section of Highway 97 that provides access to Whiskers Point Provincial Park at McLeod Lake, 130 km north of Prince George, is being resurfaced this summer.

Hwy 97, Bessborough Road Intersection – Safety improvements at this intersection near Dawson Creek includes left-turn slots and decelerations lanes. Work is expected to be completed in September.

Dawson Creek Dangerous Goods Route – This route connects highways 2 and 97 and is used by heavy trucks. It also serves as a bypass route.  Work is underway to widen it to better accommodate all users including pedestrians and cyclists.

Hwy 29, Chetwynd to Cameron Lake – 41 km will be resurfaced this summer. This project includes placing gravel and paving Moberly Lake Park Road, Boucher Lake Road, Lakeshore Road and Pioneer Road in the Moberly area as well as intersection improvements at highways 97N and 29S in Chetwynd to facilitate wheelchair and other restricted pedestrian movement and left-turns.
Hwy 37, Hodder to Bob Quinn – This 50-km section of Hwy 37 is 248 km north of Kitwanga Junction and will be resurfaced this summer to better serve residents of the northwest portion of the province, tourists (primarily traveling to/from the Yukon and Alaska), commercial transport hauling goods to the Yukon and Alaska, resource extraction including logging, mining and the emerging oil and gas industry.

Hwy 16, Chinukundl Road to Port Clements, QCI – will be resurfaced this summer.

Contact information for the ministry can be found at: www.th.gov.bc.ca/contacts.htm
or contact Cindi Trowbridge, Capital Program Delivery Manager at Cindi.Trowbridge@gov.bc.ca or 250-723-7212

